§ 23.83. Immunization requirements.

(a) Duties of a school director, superintendent, principal or other person in charge of a public,
private, parochial or nonpublic school. Each school director, superintendent, principal, or other
person in charge of a public, private, parochial or nonpublic school in this Commonwealth,
including vocational schools, intermediate units, and special education and home education
programs, cyber and charter schools, shall ascertain that a child has been immunized in
accordance with the requirements in subsections (b), (c) and (e) prior to admission to school for
the first time, under section 1303 of the Public School Code of 1949 (24 P. S. § 13-1303a)
regarding immunization required; penalty.

(b) Required for attendance. The following immunizations are required as a condition of
attendance at school in this Commonwealth:

(1) Diphtheria. Four or more properly-spaced doses of diphtheria toxoid, which may be
administered as a single antigen vaccine or in a combination form. The fourth dose shall be
administered on or after the 4th birthday.

(2) Tetanus. Four or more properly-spaced doses of tetanus toxoid, which may be administered
as a single antigen vaccine or in a combination form. The fourth dose shall be administered
on or after the 4th birthday.

(3) Poliomyelitis. Three or more properly spaced doses of either oral polio vaccine or enhanced
activated polio vaccine, which may be administered as a single antigen vaccine, or in a
combination form. If a child received any doses of inactivated polio vaccine administered
prior to 1988, a fourth dose of inactivated polio vaccine is required.

(4) Measles (rubeola). Two properly-spaced doses of live attenuated measles vaccine, the first
dose administered at 12 months of age or older, or a history of measles immunity proved by
laboratory testing by a laboratory with the appropriate certification. Each dose of measles
vaccine may be administered as a single antigen vaccine or in a combination form.

(5) German measles (rubella). One dose of live attenuated rubella vaccine, administered at 12
months of age or older or a history of rubella immunity proved by laboratory testing by a
laboratory with the appropriate certification. Rubella vaccine may be administered as a
single antigen vaccine or in a combination form.

(6) Mumps. Two properly-spaced doses of live attenuated mumps vaccine, administered at 12
months of age or older or a physician diagnosis of mumps disease indicated by a written
record signed by the physician or the physician’s designee. Mumps vaccine may be
administered as a single antigen vaccine or in a combination form.

(7) Hepatitis B. Three properly-spaced doses of hepatitis B vaccine, unless a child receives a
vaccine as approved by the Food and Drug Administration for a two-dose regimen, or a
history of hepatitis B immunity proved by laboratory testing. Hepatitis B vaccine may be
administered as single antigen vaccine or in a combination form.

(8) Chickenpox (varicella). One of the following:

(i) Varicella vaccine. Two properly-spaced doses of varicella vaccine, the first dose
administered at 12 months of age or older. Varicella vaccine may be administered as a
single antigen vaccine or in a combination form.



(it) Evidence of immunity. Evidence of immunity may be shown by one of the following:
(A) Laboratory evidence of immunity or laboratory confirmation of disease.

(B) A written statement of a history of chickenpox disease from a parent, guardian or
physician.

(c) Required for entry into 7th grade. In addition to the immunizations listed in subsection (b),
the following immunizations are required at any public, private, parochial or nonpublic school in
this Commonwealth, including vocational schools, intermediate unit, special education and home
education programs, and cyber and charter schools as a condition of entry for students entering
the 7th grade; or, in an ungraded class, for students in the school year that the student is 12 years
of age:

(1) Tetanus and diphtheria toxoid and acellular pertussis vaccine (TdaP). One dose if at least 5
years have elapsed since the last dose of a vaccine containing tetanus and diphtheria as
required in subsection (b). TdaP may be administered as a single antigen vaccine or in a
combination form.

(2) Meningococcal Conjugate Vaccine (MCV). One dose of Meningococcal Conjugate
Vaccine. MCV may be administered as a single antigen vaccine or in a combination form.

§ 23.84. Exemption from immunization.

(a) Medical exemption. Children need not be immunized if a physician or the physician’s
designee provides a written statement that immunization may be detrimental to the health of the
child. When the physician determines that immunization is no longer detrimental to the health of
the child, the child shall be immunized according to this subchapter.

(b) Religious exemption. Children need not be immunized if the parent, guardian or emancipated
child objects in writing to the immunization on religious grounds or on the basis of a strong
moral or ethical conviction similar to a religious belief.
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