What Does Act 169 Have to Say About Evaluators and Evaluations?

Section (3) (e) (2) (i)

A teacher or administrator who evaluates a portfolio at the elementary level (grades
kindergarten through six) shall have at least two years of experience in grading any of
the following subjects: English, to include spelling, reading and writing; arithmetic;
science; geography; history of the United States and Pennsylvania; and civics.

Section (3) (e) (1) (ii)

A teacher or administrator who evaluates a portfolio at the secondary level (grades
seven through twelve) shall have at least two years of experience in grading any of the
following subjects: English, to include language, literature, speech, reading and
composition; science, to include biology, chemistry and physics; geography; social
studies, to include economics, civics, world history, history of the United States and
Pennsylvania; foreign language; and mathematics, to include general mathematics,
algebra, trigopnometry, calculus and geometry.

Section (3) (e) (1) (iii)

As used in this clause, the term "grading" shall mean evaluation of classwork,
homework, quizzes, classwork-based tests and prepared tests related to classwork
subject matter.

Section (3) (e) (2)

An annual written evaluation of the student's educational progress as determined by a
licensed clinical or school psychologist or a teacher certified by the Commonwealth or
by a nonpublic school teacher or administrator. Any such nonpublic teacher or
administrator shall have at least two years of teaching experience in a Pennsylvania
public or nonpublic school within the last ten years. Such nonpublic teacher or
administrator shall have the required experience at the elementary level to evaluate
elementary students or at the secondary level to evaluate secondary students. The
certified teacher shall have experience at the elementary level to evaluate elementary
students or at the secondary level to evaluate secondary students. The evaluation shall
also be based on an interview of the child and a review of the portfolio required in
clause (1) and shall certify whether or not an appropriate education is occurring. At the
request of the supervisor, persons with other qualifications may conduct the evaluation
with the prior consent of the district of residence superintendent. In no event shall the
evaluator be the supervisor or their spouse.

Section (3) (a)

The following words and phrases when used in this section shall have the meanings
given to them in this subsection:

“Appropriate education” shall mean a program consisting of instruction in the required
subjects for the time required in this act and in which the student demonstrates
sustained progress in the overall program.
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